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MAMLUK SEQUINS 

M.R, BROOME 

The gold coinage of the B u r j i Mamlulcs was i n i t i a l l y s t ruck to a very wide range 
of w e i g h t s . Although i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t he mints aimed to produce a s e t 
number of coins from each u n i t weight of go ld , once the s t ruck coins l e f t the 
mint they must have c i r c u l a t e d by weight with the mint ing process only gua ran t ee 
ing the f i nenes s of t h e m e t a l . 

During t h e t roub led r e igns of F a r a j (AH 8 0 1 - 8 1 5 / l 3 9 9 - H i 2 AD), two a t t empts were 
made by h i s a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to in t roduce a gold coinage of nominal ly c o n s i s t a n t 
weight . The f i r s t , in the year 800, produced d ina r s of the t r a d i t i o n a l Umayyad 
weight of h-,2^ grams but i t seems t h a t they f a i l e d to f ind accep tance , perhaps 
because people had become unaccustomed to dea l ing in u n i t s of t h a t v a l u e . The 
second a t t e m p t , made ca 810,used as a model the Venet ian ducat of 3 .5 grams, 
which was accepted and copied a l l around the Mediterranean as a t r a d i n g currency 
under t h e name of the zecchino or sequ in . In t h e even t , t h e Mamluk sequins 
s e t t l e d down to a weight of ca i,k grams, s l i g h t l y l e s s than the Venet ian currency 
and were i d e n t i f i e d by the use of two h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s s e p a r a t i n g the r e v e r s e 
f i e l d i n t o t h r e e s e c t i o n s , a design vdiich had been used by previous Mamluk r u l e r s 
but f o r copper coins on ly . 

I n i t i a l l y the new coins were produced only a t Cairo mint, a l though some of Fa ra j ' s 
pieces do not bear a mint name, but h i s successor the Cal iph a l -Musta^in a l so 
minted them a t Damascus, in a l l p r o b a b i l i t y in r e c o g n i t i o n of the f a c t t ha t the 
r e a l power a t t h e time l ay in S y r i a r a t h e r than in Egypt, A H ^ u s t a ' i n was 
r ep laced as Su l t an a f t e r only 6 months by Shaykh al-Mahmudi in whose name 
sequins were s t ruck in Cairo in 815 and 816. The combination of the i n t e n s e 
c i v i l wars with outbreaks of plague and s eve ra l years of low Ni l e water l e v e l s 
must have g r e a t l y reduced i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a d e with Egypt and, a f t e r a second 
abor t ive at tempt to r e i n t r o d u c e t r a d i t i o n a l d i n a r s , the gold cur rency r e v e r t e d to 
the e a r l i e r s t y l e of r e l a t i v e l y uncon t ro l l ed but l a r g e co in s . I t was l e f t t o 
Barsbay al-Duqmaqi (825-841/1422-1453) to c o n t r o l t he q u a r r e l l i n g mamluk amirs 
and to encourage t h e r e t u r n of t r a d e and p r o s p e r i t y , a process which was he lped 
no doubt by the 100,000 d ina r s ( o r ducats) paid as ransom for J a n u s , the 
captured k ing of Cyprus in 829/1426, the year in which the mint ing of sequins 
was resumed. 

To judge from the number of specimens s u r v i v i n g , Barsbay ' s sequins must have 
been produced in l a rge q u a n t i t i e s over the per iod 829-841 and t h e i r d i s t i n c t i v e 
s t y l e was maintained u n t i l the end of the Mamluk dynasty . Although the 
ho r i zon ta l d i v i d e r s in t roduced by F a r a j were r e t a i n e d , they were inc reased in 
number t o 3 , app l i ed to both s i d e s of the coin and made up of a ' c a b l e ' of 
extended ' z ' s . I n g e n e r a l , one s i d e , ca l l ed here the reverse c a r r i e s the 
Kalima, and t h e o t h e r , the Sul te in ' s name and t i t l e : ^ toge the r with the phrase 
"az2e nas ruhu" . The date i s w r i t t e n out in f u l l u n t i l 857 when a change i s 
made t o l a r g e c l ea r d i g i t s a l t h o u ^ the p r a c t i c e of us ing f l a n s very much 
smaller than the d ies has r e s u l t e d in the omission of both date and mint from 
most of t h e s i i rviving specimens. Only t h r e e mints a re recorded for the whole 
s e r i e s , C a i r o , Damascus and Aleppo although a c e r t a i n nximber of coins a f t e r 
ca 900, do not show t h e i r mint of o r i g i n . There a r e in a d d i t i o n many spacimens 
where t h e mint name i s not v i s i b l e as the f l an i s too small or the coin was 
s t ruck o f f - c e n t r e . 
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Over the century during which the sequins were the normal Mamluk gold currency, 
remarkably l i t t l e change took place in the i r basic design. Pour issues are known 
where a cent ra l catrtouche was used on one side as on the s i lver coins , namely 
Uthman, mint ? 857, Qa' i tbay nd. of Aleppo and Qansuh al-Ghuri, Damascus 917-919 
and n.m., n.d. but otherwise the d e s i ^ changes a re confined to the type of field 
dividers and var ia t ions in some sections of the legends. As specimens of this 
se r ies so often have incomplete legends, i t may be of value to note here the main 
v a r i e t i e s . The normal obverse legend for a l l sultans except al-Musta'juwho uses 
his Caliphal t i t l e s , follows the pattern of the coins of Barsbay, which have:-
al-Sultan al-Malik al-Ashraf Abu-al-Nasr Barsbay Azze Nasruhu, Only 7 different 
throne-names are used v iz , al-Nasir ( t w i c e ) , al-Mua^yad (twice) al-Ashraf (6x) , 
al-*Aziz, al-Zahir (5x) , al-Mansur and a l - ' A d i l . The patronymic tha t follows i s 
oni t ted by Faraj and on certain issues of Yusuf and Qansuh al-G-huri but again 
the choice i s made from a very l imited select ion of only 6 names with Abu al-Nasr 
used by 8 out of the 13 sultans named on t h i s ser ies including the l a s t 4 of the 
dynasty. The phrase Azze Nasruhu - May his victory become i l l u s t r i o u s - was 
f i r s t used on the sequins by Shaykh in 816 in pi-ice of the Khalad Mulkah of 
ea r l i e r coins and subsequently oni t ted only on coins of Yusuf and Uthman. The 
only other change recorded to the obverse legend so far in the whole s e r i e s , i s the 
addition of the name of the S' j l tan 's father in the rare cases where a son 
actual ly followed his father on the Mamluk throne, v iz . Faraj bin Barquq, Yusuf 
bin Barsbay, Ahmad bin Aynal and Mohammad bin Qa' i tbay, the l a t t e r adding "May 
God have mercy upon him" to his coins from Damascus. The reverse legend-have even 
less var iat ion than the obverse and normally h? . - the Kalima and the Mamluk 
exhortation of "Arslah b 'a l4 iady" . This l a t t e r phrase occasionally moves to the 
obverse and i s sometimes omitted al together on e . g . , the coins of Ahmad, Temirbugha 
and al-Ashraf TuraanbSy. 

The other key component of the design i s provided by the horizontal l ines which 
d i f ferent ia te the sequins fl?om other Mamluk gold coins. 

There are 5 main types 

1. Plain l ine 

2 . Dotted l i n e 

3. "Rigid" cable of ' Z ' s 

4 . "Flexible" cable of ' S ' s 

5. Indented f lo r i a ted "co i l " 

( a) s ingle 

(b) double 

(a) to the l e f t 

(b) to the r igh t 

(a) to the l e f t 

(b) to the r i ^ t 

access: 

coooca 

-. ,v^,<' \~-^ 

Type 4 i s an obvious development from type 3 and catalogue descriptions are some
times insuff ic ient ly precise to dist inguish between them or even on occasions to 
decide whether they point to the l e f t or the r i gh t . A f i r s t a t t r i bu t ion to ruler 
or sometimes to mint of origin can be provided by the type of divider used. Fu l l 
de ta i l s are given in the l i s t i n g at the end of t h i s paper but the general sequence 
is as follows:-

i Fa ra j , a l ^ u s t a in and Shaykh: Type 1 on one side only, 

i i Barsbay, Yusiif a..d Jaqnaq: Type 3 on both sides, 

i i i Uthman, Type 2 on both s ides . 
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iv Aynal to e a r l y Khushqadam; Cairo - Types 3 or 4 on o b v , . Types 1 or 2 
on r e v . , Damascus - Type 3 a both s i d e s . i-'-^-' 

V Late Khushqadam to Q a ' i t b a y , Types 3 ,4 or 5 , of ten with d i f f e r e n t 
types on each s i d e . There i s a Q a ' i t b a y s e r i e s from Aleppo with Type 
4i> and c e n t r a l a rabesque . 

v i Mohamnad t o a l -Ashraf Tumainbay, Type 4 wi th Damascus normal ly to the 
l e f t only ( t y p e 4 a ) . There i s a l so a Cairo i s s u e of Qunsuh a l -Ghur i 
of 914-917 with th3 c o i l of type 5 on both s i d e s , fo l lowed in 918-920 
by a mixture of type 4a and 5 on both s i d e s . 

I t i s perhaps worth no t ing t h a t a l l coins a t t r i b u t e d t o Damascus have cables to 
the l e f t (Types 3a or 4a) and t h a t cables to tr.e r i g h t (Type 3b or 4b) a re 
recorded only wi th in the per iod 863-908. 

Another p o t e n t i a l nark of i n d e n t i f i c a t i o n i s the border bu t on many specimens 
t h i s i s completely off the f l sm. The usua l design i s a c i r c u l a r p l a in or 
p e l l e t e d l i n e but where v a r i a t i o n s to t l i is a re kno-«i they a r e l i s t e d at the end 
of t h i s paper . 

Mamluk S u l t a n s namec on Seauins and t h e i r T i t l e s 

801-815 
815 

815-824 
825-841 
841 -842 
842-857 

857 
857-365 

865 
865-872 

872 
872 

872-901 
901-904 
9OA-905 
905-906 

906 
90<>-922 

922 

Catalogue 

Ruler 

F a r a j 
II 

al-Musta^ 
II 

Shay'.ch 

Barsbay 

n 

a l - S u l t a n a 1-Malik a l -Nas i r F a r a j bin Barquq 
al-Imam al- 'Azam al-Musta'^in bi*'Allah Abu a l - P a d l a l -
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 
a l - S u l t a n 

of Coins 

Reign 

801-815 

in 815 

815-824 

825-841 

. _ V 

al-Malil< 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a H ^ a l i k 
a l -Malik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l ^ a l i k 
a l -Malik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 
a l -Mal ik 

Mint 

Cairo 

al-Mu'ayyad Abu a l -Nas r Shaykh 
al-Ashraf Abu a l -Nasr Barsbay 
a l - ' A z i z Abu al-Mahasin Yusuf b i n 
a l -Zah i r Abu S a ' i d Jaqmaq 
al-Mansur Abu a l -Sa<adat 'Uthman 
al-Ashraf Abu a l -Nasr Aynal 
al-Mu'ayyad Abu a l - F a t h Ahmad 
a l -Zah i r Abu Sa*̂  i d Khu shqadam 
a l -Zah i r Abu Sa^id Bi lbay 
a l - Z a h i r Abu Sa<=id Temirbugha 
al-Ashraf Abu a l -Nasr Q a ' i t b a y 
a l -Nasr Abu al-Sa*a.dat Mohammad 
a l -Zah i r Abu Sa*^id Qansuh 
al-Ashraf Abu a l -Nasr J a n b a l a t 
a l -^Adi l Abu a l -Nasr Tumanbay 

-'Abbas 

Barsbay 

-

al -Ashraf Abu a l -Nas r Qansuh a l -Ghur i 
a l -Ashraf Abu a l -Nasr Tumanbay 

Div ider 
Dates Type 

810,812-14 1 

no mint 810,814 ' 1 • 

Cairo 815 i • ~ 

Damascus 815 • .1 • • 

Cairo 

Cairo 

815,816 1 ^ 

829-31,34-38,40,41 3a 
ft 

Damascus 840 3» 
-.-. 

Notes 

No d iv ide r s on r e v . 
tt II II It 

II II It n 

If II II II 

II II 11 II 

Border of p e l l e t s and 
diamonds 

Border l i n e a r m u l t i -
lobe 
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Catalogue of Coins (Continued) 

Ruler Reign Mint Dates 

Yusuf 

Jaqmaq 
It 

It 

Uthraan 
It 

Aynal 
It 

It 

II 

It 

II 

Ahmad 
M 

Khushqadan 
II 

It 

II 

II 

Bi lbay 

Temirbugha 
It 

Q a ' i t b a y 

II 

II 

II 

It 

• 

It 

It 

841-842 

842-857 

-

857 

. 

857-865 

865 

865-872 

872 

872 

872-901 

ki 

Caiix) 

Cai ro 

Damascus 

Aleppo 

Cairo 

t 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

? ' 

Cairo 

? 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cai ro 

Dsimascus 
? 

? 

? 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

Cai ro 

Cairo 

Aleppo 

Aleppo 

Aleppo 

842 

842,43,46 & 54 

? 

? 

? 

857 

857 

857 

857,859 

863 

n . d . 

7 

865 

? 

365,866 

867 

867 

T 

? 

? 

872 

? - '. 

881 

886 

886,889 

897 
? 

879,892 

? 

? 

Alepoo 

896 

Divider 
Type 

5a 
5* 
5« 
5» 
2b 

0/2a 

Wi 

3a/2b 

3a/2a 

3b/2a 

1 

3a 

4b/2 

4a 

4b/2a 

l*h/5 

5 

% 

3a 

3a 

4a 

5 

4a 

kb 

4a 

4b/5 

5 
4b 

4b/4a 

4b 

0 /4a 

4b 

Notes 

, P e l l e t s & Diamonds 
It It 

C e n t r a l car touche 
and c i r c u l a r border 
of amulets 

, 

Dekagram border to 
obv. 

P e l l e t s & Diamonds 

• \ 

-

f , - - i T ^ ^ J j , ^ /<-?- , » 

border l i n e a r m u l t i 
lobe ? 
11 It It 

It M It 

It II It 

It tl tt 

. 

Arabesque in c e n t r e 
of obverse 

C i r c u l a r obv, 
car touche 

Arabesaue in cen t r e 
of obverse 
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C a t a l o g s of Coins (Continued 

Ruler 

Q a ' i t b a y 
N 

Mohammad 
N 

al-7 .ahir 
Qansuh 

n 

Janba la t 

al- '^Adil 
Tunanbay 

Qansuh a l -
Ghuri 

a l -Ashraf 
Tumanbay 

Reign 

906 

Mint Dates 

? 

? 

901-904 Cairo 

Cairo 

8é6 

? 

902f 

904 

Damascus 902 

904-905 Damascus ? 

no mint ? no date ? 

905-906 no mint ? no date ? 

no mint ? 906 

906-922 Cairo 

Cairo 

Cairo 

913 

914-917 

918-920 

Damascus 917-919,22 

Aleppo 

no mint 

no mint 

mint ? 
n 

no mint 

H 

? 

908 

909-911 

? 

? 

no date 

911 

Div ide r 
Type 

4a 

4 V 2 a 

4a 

4b 

4a 

4a 

4b 

Notes 

Date in words 

Border l i n e a r 
mul t i lobe 

U) 

4a 

4b 

4a 

5 

4a + 5 

0/2+a 

4a 

4b 

4a 

4b 

4a 

0/4a 

2a /4a 

Centre D iv ide r s 
c o i l s 

mint in r e v . 
car touche 

. 

Arabesque in c e n t r e 
of obv. 

Obv, ca r touche 

922 Cairo 922 I4A 


